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POPULATION  AT  CENSUS,  1891 

•  •  • 

...  25,977 

ESTIMATED  POPULATION  IN  1899  ... 

...  28,550 

AEEA  OF  DISTRICT  IN  ACRES 

•  •  • 

...  72,861 

Registration  Sub-Districts  : — 

ESTIMATED  POPULATION. 

1899. 

AREA. 

ABERFORD  . 

18,000 

...  29,850 

SHERBURN  . 

4,060 

...  13,021 

TADCASTER  . 

6,490 

...  29,990 

TO  THE  TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  now  to  present  to  you  iny  Annual  Report  for 

1899. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  of  the  area  of  the  district  during 
the  year. 

I  have  estimated  the  population  during  last  year  as  28,550. 
The  total  increase  added  is  equal  to  the  excess  of  the  births  over 
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Births. 


Deaths. 


the  deaths,  for  while  a  larger  rate  of  increase  we  know  prevails 
in  several  parishes,  in  others  the  population  is  not  increasing. 


The  number  of  births  registered  last  year  was  941 — males, 
447  ;  females,  494.  The  birth-rate  was  33-0  per  1000.  That 
rate,  although  lower  than  in  1898,  is  equal  to  the  average  of  the 
three  previous  years. 


In  the  Aberford  sub-districts  the  birth-rate  was  36’ 8  per  1000. 
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There  were  479  deaths  registered — males,  268;  females,  211. 
The  death-rate  for  the  year  was  16  8  per  1000,  that  is  1  per  1000 
less  than  the  average  rate  for  the  three  previous  years. 

The  death-rate  in  the  Aberford  sub-districts  was  16-3  per  1000. 
,,  ,,  Sherburn  ,,  13*3  „ 

,,  ,,  Tadcaster  ,,  19*2  ,, 


These  calculations  are  made  after  the  deaths  at  the  Workhouse 
of  inmates  from  the  outside  parishes  have  been  deducted  from 
the  Tadcaster  returns  and  added  to  the  district  and  to  the  parish 
to  which  the  person  belonged. 


In  the  parishes  having  a  population  of  over  1000,  the  following 
were  the  death-rates  last  year  : — 


In  Allerton 
,,  Barwick 
, ,  Grarforth 
,,  Kipp  ax 
,,  Micklefield  . 
,,  Preston 
, ,  Sherburn 
,,  South  Milford 
,,  Tadcaster 
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In  several  of  the  parishes  having  smaller  populations  there 
were  greater  extremes  of  the  death-rates,  but  no  great  value 
attaches  to  the  figures  for  a  single  year,  which  differ  greatly 
from  the  usual  average  in  these  cases,  unless  due  to  some 
exceptional  cause.  Wherever  that  arose  last  year  it  will  be 
noted  in  the  following  parts  of  this  report. 
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From  the  group  known  as  zymotic  diseases  there  were  51  Zymotic 


deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  5 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  5 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  4 

Membraneous  Croup  ...  ...  1 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  9 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  23 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  2 


Nearly  40  per  cent,  of  these  deaths  were  caused  by  diarrhoea, 
a  disease  which  is  less  preventable  by  direct  interference  with 
the  case  or  in  the  household  than  by  the  effects  of  general 
sanitary  work. 

The  death-rate  from  the  whole  list  was  1*7  per  1000;  the 
average  for  the  three  previous  years  was  1*4. 


In  the  Aberford  sub-districts  the 
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The  deaths  at  Grarforth  Hospital  are  included  in  those  of  the 
parish  from  which  the  patient  was  sent. 

From  phthisis  or  tubercle  of  the  lungs  there  were  28  deaths ;  ®e?'ths  ^ue  to 
the  death-rate  was  1  per  1000.  D?seases.ar 

In  the  Aberford  sub-district  this  rate  0'9 
,,  Sherburn  ,,  ,,  0*7 

,,  Tadcaster  ,,  ,,  P4 

Of  these  28  deaths,  16  were  females  and  12  males. 

4  were  between  6  and  20  years  of  age, 

16  „  20  „  40 

8  „  40  „  61 

In  addition  there  were  10  deaths,  mainly  among  young  persons, 
caused  by  tubercle  of  some  other  part  of  the  body  than  the 
lungs,  so  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  to  this  form  of  prevent¬ 
able  disease  was  38,  of  whom  at  least  one-half  died  in  the  prime 
of  life. 
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Deaths  from 
Diseases  of  the 
Lungs. 


Deaths  from 
Cancer. 


Deaths  under  1. 


Dver  65. 


From  other  diseases  of  the  lungs  60  deaths  were  registered, 
and  of  these  rather  more  than  one-half  were  among  children 
under  5  years  of  age. 

The  total  death-rate  was  2T  per  1000. 

In  the  Ah  erf  or  d  sub -registration  districts  the  death- 

rate  was  .  2 '2  per  1000 

In  the  Sherburn  ,,  „  1*4 

,,  Tadcaster  „  ,,  2-3  ,, 

There  were,  in  addition,  16  deaths  registered  from  influenza; 
in  more  than  one-half  of  these  some  disease  of  the  lungs  was  the 
direct  cause  of  death.  That  disease  was  especially  fatal  in 
Tadcaster,  also  in  Garforth  and  Sherburn. 

From  all  forms  of  disease  of  the  lungs,  including  phthisis, 
bronchitis,  pneumonia,  &c.,  the  death-rate  in 

Barwick  parish  was  7-0  per  1000, 

Preston  ,,  6T  ,, 

Tadcaster  ,,  5'0  ,, 

These  are  compared  with  the  average  over  the  whole  district 
of  3-1. 

14  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  cancer  ;  of  these  5  were 
females  and  9  males. 

1  died  at  the  age  of  35, 

^  i  7  n  57  4  / , 

3  ,,  between  50  and  60, 

4  ,,  ,,  60  and  70, 

4  ,,  over  70  years  of  age. 

Infants  under  one  year  died  in  the  proportion  of  121  out  of 
1000  registered  births. 


In  the  Aberford  sub-districts  there  were  1 1 9  deaths  per  1000  births 
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On  the  other  hand,  it  is  more  satisfactory  to  note  that  25  per 
cent,  of  all  the  deaths  during  the  year  were  among  those  who 
had  survived  to  or  exceeded  the  age  of  65  years. 


In  the  Aberford  sub-districts  there  were  20  per  cent. 
,,  Sherburn  ,,  ,,  34  ,, 

,,  Tadcaster  ,,  ,,  30  ,, 


In  several  of  the  purely  rural  parishes  one-half  and  over  is 
the  more  general  average  of  deaths  among  aged  people. 
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35  deaths  were  returned  on  the  certificate  of  the  Coroner.  14 
were  due  to  some  form  of  accident,  2  were  cases  of  suicide,  and 
19  were  due  to  natural  causes.  Only  one  death  throughout  the 
district  was  returned  as  “not  certified.” 


During  1899  the  following  cases  of  infectious  disease 


notified  :  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Membraneous  Croup  ...  ...  ...  2 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  4 

Continued  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

The  total  number  was  199. 


were 


Cases  of 
Infectious 
Diseases 
Notified. 


In  1898  there  were  282  cases  notified, 

„  1897  „  154 

„  1896  „  122 

Among  the  113  cases  of  scarlet  fever  there  were  6  deaths;  the  Scarlet  Fever, 
death-rate  was  over  5  per  cent,  of  the  patients  attacked.  One- 
half  of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  were  removed  to  the 
hospital.  Among  these  there  were  only  2  deaths,  therefore  the 
death-rate  was  only  one-half  of  that  which  occurred  among  the 
cases  treated  at  their  homes.  In  the  first  half  of  the  year  the 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  comparatively  few,  unless  in  Mickle- 
field,  where  in  May  and  June  a  sudden  outbreak  occurred  ;  but 
from  July  to  December  the  disease  broke  out  in  the  parishes  of 
Allerton,  Garforth,  Kippax,  Stutton,  and  Tadcaster  in  many 
households.  Although  50  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  removed 
to  the  hospital,  those  left  at  their  homes  spread  the  infection,  for 
in  my  monthly  reports  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  I  had  to  tell 
repeatedly  of  two  and  three  cases  in  the  same  family,  of  subse¬ 
quent  cases  in  families  living  near  these  or  related  to  them,  and 
pointed  out  cases  of  extreme  carelessness  in  exposing  children  in 
the  third  and  fourth  week  of  the  illness  when  their  power  of 
infecting  others  is  greatest. 

In  the  parishes  of  Bolton  Percy,  Barkston-Ash,  and  New- 
thorpe,  single  cases  of  this  fever  were  notified.  These  were 
removed  to  the  hospital,  and  no  second  case  occurred. 


The  history  of  these  cases  occasionally  showed  that  the  infec¬ 
tion  had  been  brought  into  a  particular  family  from  districts 
outside  the  Union  ;  this  occurred  in  other  places,  but  the  chief 
consideration  is  what  measures  are  we  ready  with  to  prevent  it 
spreading.  Hospital  treatment  is  the  most  effectual,  but  if  parents 
insist  upon  home  treatment,  then  it  ought  to  be  a  thorough 
endeavour  to  keep  the  infected  patient  isolated  for  a  time 
sufficient  to  protect  other  healthy  persons,  and  not  a  half-hearted 
separation  merely  until  the  acute  symptoms  are  passed. 
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Printed  instructions  aud  advice  on  these  matters  and  a  sufficient 
supply  of  disinfectants  are  given  to  every  house  from  which  a 
case  is  reported.  Adults,  unprotected  by  a  previous  attack  of 
scarlet  fever,  are  liable  to  be  infected.  Four  of  our  cases  in  the 
hospital  were  over  20  years  of  age. 

Enteric  Fever.  37  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  reported,  5  of  these  died,  a 
death-rate  of  13*5  per  cent,  of  those  attacked.  The  37  cases 
occurred  in  12  separate  parishes;  84  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were 
reported  from  July  to  November,  and  mainly  from  the  parishes 
of  Aberford,  Garforth,  Kippax,  Stutton,  and  Cross  Gates.  16 
cases  were  treated  in  the  hospital,  with  a  result  more  favourable 
than  among  those  treated  at  their  homes.  This  disease  in  its 
origin  and  liability  to  spread  to  other  persons  is  essentially 
influenced  by  local  sanitary  or  unsanitary  conditions.  It  is  also 
a  disease  readily  communicated  to  others  where  it  is  being 
nursed  in  houses  where  there  is  little  or  no  experience  in  nursing 
this  disease,  or  where  an  impure  water  supply  or  defective  closets 
and  ashpits  are  used.  Each  of  these  statements  was  borne  out 
by  the  history  of  the  cases  in  this  district  last  year.  Among  a 
group  of  20  houses  in  Stutton  parish  there  were  five  cases  of 
typhoid  fever ;  we  had  two  cases  in  one  house,  the  others  were 
in  houses  near  to  that  one,  there  were  several  conditions  which 
helped  to  spread  the  disease  there  ;  the  well  water  was  not  a 
wholesome  supply,  several  closets  were  connected  with  a  common 
ashpit,  and  there  was  too  much  visiting  by  neighbours  of  the 
early  cases ;  eventually  all  the  cases  were  removed  to  the 
hospital.  A  better  water  supply  has  been  provided  temporarily. 

A  similar  outbreak  occurred  in  a  particular  part  of  Aberford, 
6  cases  in  5  houses,  2  in  one  house,  other  cases  in  houses  near,  a 
common  well  water  and  bad  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of 
slops,  &c. 

4  of  the  5  cases  in  Garforth  were  in  outlying  portions  of 
the  parish.  3  of  the  cases  in  2  houses  were  plainly  the  result  of 
infection,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  the  origin  of  the  cases  in 
Kippax  was  due  to  the  same  source.  2  of  the  latter  were  in  one 
house ;  they  had  been  helping  to  nurse  a  case  of  undefined 
illness.  2  additional  cases  occurred  in  houses  near  to  the  last ; 
the  number  of  inmates  there  was  far  more  than  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  could  provide  for  when  there  was  no  infectious  illness.  The 
occurrence  of  a  case  of  fever  increased  so  seriously  the  over¬ 
crowding  in  the  other  bedrooms  that  the  Council  ordered  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  be  taken  to  remove  the  patient  to  the  hospital.  The 
patient  was  then  removed. 

There  were  4  cases  of  typhoid  in  Tadcaster  not  associated  in 
their  origin,  but  the  water  supply  from  the  wells  is  known  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  2  of  the  cases  occurred  soon  after  a  time  of  flood 
in  the  river. 
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2  of  the  3  cases  at  Cross  Gates  were  in  the  same  house. 

There  were  13  cases  of  diphtheria  and  2  of  membraneous  Diphtheria, 
croup  notified  ;  among  these  there  were  5  deaths.  Many  of  these 
began  apparently  as  cases  of  cold  with  sore  throat  as  a  symptom, 
and  it  was  the  second  or  third  case  in  the  house  which 
showed  the  more  dangerous  disease.  In  Old  Micklefield  there 
were  several  cases.  In  the  first  reported  as  diphtheria  I  found 
that  the  father  and  mother  had  both  been  ill  before  with  sore 
throat  before  the  child  was  notified.  One  of  the  four  cases  at 
Tadcaster  was  directly  traced  to  another  relation  ill  in  another 
district.  The  remaining  cases  in  five  parishes  were  isolated  ones 
in  separate  households. 

In  spite  of  the  outbreak  of  small-pox  at  Hull  and  the  frequent 
cases  reported  to  be  spread  by  canal  boatmen,  it  is  fortunate 
that  no  case  has  occurred  at  any  part  of  our  district. 


HOSPITAL  FOE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


On  the  1st  January,  1899,  there 

were 

in  the  Hospital- 
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•••  •••  ••• 

14 

Died  . 

2 

•  ••  •••  •••  •  •  • 

2 

Under  treatment  31st  Dec.  ... 

8 

•  •  •  •  •  *  e  o  *  ••• 

0 

58 

16 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  results  of  the  hospital  treatment, 
not  in  a  boastful  spirit,  but  rather  to  assure  the  friends  of  those 
admitted  there  that  the  anxious  desire  of  every  one  associated 
with  that  institution  is  to  secure  the  speedy  recovery  of  every 
patient. 

The  hospital  is  being  made  more  and  more  use  of  every 
year ;  for  during  the  months  that  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were 
unusually  present  all  the  beds  were  occupied,  and  cases  ready  to 
be  removed  could  only  be  admitted  in  their  turn.  It  would  be 
easy  to  note  many  instances  where  the  hospital  provided  the 
nursing  and  accommodation  which  was  impossible  at  the  home, 
e.g.,  a  young  married  couple  ill  of  scarlet  fever  only  attended  by 
neighbours,  children  being  nursed  in  the  living  room  of  the 
house  on  temporary  couches,  children  from  the  houses  of  milk- 
sellers  and  other  tradespeople,  and  patients  from  houses  where 
there  was  extreme  danger  to  a  mother  recently  confined.  Such 
as  these,  and  cases  occurring  in  small  houses  with  far  too  many 
inmates,  the  hospital  provided  the  most  suitable  means  of  safety. 
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An  additional  ward  of  12  beds  was  opened  in  July,  so  that 
cases  of  enteric  fever  can  be  treated  by  themselves  in  an  entirely 
separate  and  complete  hospital  in  itself.  1 6  cases  of  that  fever 
were  admitted  in  the  next  four  months. 

The  cases  of  fever  treated  in  both  the  scarlet  and  enteric  fever 
wards  were  removed  from  16  separate  parishes  of  the  Union, 
even  from  some  8,  9,  and  10  miles  from  the  hospital,  with  nothing 
but  good  results. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  ages  of  the  patients  treated. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

1  to  5 

years 

18 

5  to  10  years 

2 

5  to  10 

,5  ... 

26 

10  to  15  ,, 

3 

10  to  15 

7 

15  to  20  ,, 

2 

15  to  20 

j  ,  ... 

1 

20  to  30  „ 

1 

Over  20 

J  J 

4 

30  to  40  ,, 

6 

40  to  50  ,, 

2 

SANITARY  WORK. 

Water  Supplies.  The  hope  of  obtaining  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water 
by  a  large  part  of  the  population  of  the  Tadcaster  districts  has 
been  greatly  increased  by  the  passing  of  the  Wether  by  Water 
Act  of  1899.  The  Company  undertake  to  supply  water  in  those 
parishes  only  of  the  rural  district  to  which  the  Council  give  their 
sanction.  The  terms  have  been  agreed  upon  as  to  the  cost  of 
the  water  when  delivered,  the  laying  of  mains,  &c.,  and  the 
Council  have  already  sanctioned  that  mains  be  laid  in  1  6  parishes 
of  the  Aberford  sub-districts,  and  in  all  the  five  parishes  which 
are  included  in  the  Sherburn  sub -districts.  The  water  is  to  be 
obtained  from  a  deep  well  sunk  in  the*  grit  stone  at  Bardsey. 
An  analysis  of  the  water  sent  by  the  Company  shows  it  to  be 
satisfactorily  free  from  all  organic  impurities  and  of  a  moderate 
degree  of  hardness.  The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  shown 
again  the  insufficiency  of  the  supplies  now  obtained  through 
Castleford  and  Roundhay.  At  Garforth,  Micklefield,  Cross 
Grates,  and  Stanks  the  supply  was  repeatedly  cut  off,  and  with 
the  existing  arrangements  there  was  little  hope  of  extending  the 
supply  to  adjacent  districts.  Extensions  had  to  be  made  to 
provide  for  houses  in  the  new  streets  sanctioned  at  Cross  Gates 
and  at  Garforth.  Short  extensions  have  also  been  carried  out  in 
the  parishes  of  Great  and  Little  Preston  and  part  of  Swillington. 
The  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  best  means  of 
supplying  Tadcaster  with  water  had  a  trial  bore-hole  sunk  at 
Bilbrough  ;  the  water  at  the  depth  of  120  feet  in  the  new  red 
sandstone  was  found  to  be  satisfactorily  pure.  Attempts  to 
purchase  land  at  the  site  of  the  bore-hole  did  not  succeed,  and 
the  Committee  purchased  five  acres  of  land  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood,  where  a  well  is  now  being  sunk. 
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Of  9  well  waters  analysed  last  year,  4  were  found  to  be  unsafe 
to  drink,  3  were  of  suspicious  quality,  and  2  were  satisfactory. 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Two  schemes  for  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works 
in  the  Tadcaster  districts  were  last  year  considered  at  public 
enquiries  held  by  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
The  first  was  for  the  townships  of  East  and  West  Tadcaster. 
The  reply  suggested  some  modifications  which  have  been 
adopted,  and  the  scheme  is  now  sanctioned. 

Another  was  for  the  increasing  and  residential  hamlets  of 
Stanks  and  New  Manston,  both  in  the  parish  of  Barwick. 

An  engineer  was  consulted  as  to  the  feasibility  of  collect¬ 
ing  and  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  Garforth,  Swillington 
Common,  parts  of  Kippax,  and  from  Great  Preston  at  one  out¬ 
fall.  This  plan,  if  it  could  be  carried  out  at  a  reasonable  cost, 
would  meet  the  difficulties  which  each  of  these  districts  experience 
in  finding  suitable  ground  or  other  means  for  purifying  the 
sewage.  The  building  of  new  houses  in  Station  Road,  Kippax, 
with  only  cesspools  to  receive  the  house  slops  will  only  increase 
the  nuisance  now  caused  by  existing  cesspools  in  the  same 
neighbourhood,  and  also  increase  the  cost  of  the  contractor  for 
emptying.  The  report  from  the  engineer  on  the  above  proposed 
combined  sewage  scheme  was  sent  to  each  Parish  Council 
concerned  for  their  consideration,  but  no  definite  decision 
has  yet  been  come  to.  Garforth  has  recently  endeavoured, 
unsuccessfully,  to  obtain  the  consent  of  a  landowner  to  purchase 
some  land  on  which  to  purify  the  increasing  quantity  of  sewage 
now  sent  to  the  tanks  constructed  many  years  ago. 

An  engineer  was  asked  to  report  upon  the  best  means  of 
dealing  with  the  sewage  of  South  Milford.  He  presented  a 
scheme  nearly  identical  with  one  which  formed  the  subject  of  an 
Inquiry  in  1874.  His  report  has  been  adopted,  and  it  has  been 
sent  to  the  Parish  Council  for  their  consideration. 

4 

The  sewage  field  at  Kippax  had  to  be  taken  over  for  a  short 
time  and  put  into  a  better  state  for  purifying  the  sewage  ;  it  was 
then  let  to  a  fresh  tenant. 

Complaints  have  been  repeatedly  made  of  the  temporary 
cesspools  at  Kippax,  Cross  Gates,  Stanks,  and  others  near 
Allerton  village.  The  whole  of  those  in  Kippax,  Cross  Gates, 
Aberford,  and  Stanks  are  being  emptied  by  a  contractor  until 
the  new  sewers  are  completed.  No  means  of  dealing  with  the 
sewage  of  that  part  of  Allerton  has  yet  been  considered. 

The  condition  of  the  sewers  at  Barwick  and  the  outfall  have 
been  complained  of ;  an  endeavour  is  being  made  to  get  more 
ventilating  pipes  erected.  The  outfall  ditch  has  been  cleansed. 
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The  outfall  ditch  has  been  considerably  improved  at  Ulleskelf . 
£50  has  been  spent  in  lowering  the  dough  at  the  river  and  in 
providing  a  better  outlet  for  the  flood  water.  This  work  must 
be  beneficial  to  the  health  of  the  parish. 

The  new  sewerage  system  has  only  been  completed  very 
recently  at  Ledstone.  A  further  report  will  be  made  on  its 
working. 

An  arrangement  has  been  entered  into  between  the  Tadcaster 
and  the  Seacroft  and  Pothwell  Rural  Councils  to  receive  and 
treat  the  sewage  from  21  houses  and  the  New  Police  Station  at 
Seacroft  into  the  sewers  at  Cross  Gates. 

The  Local  Government  Board  having  asked  for  a  report  upon 
the  scavenging  of  the  contents  of  the  ashpits  in  the  parishes  of 
Garforth,  East  and  West  Tadcaster,  and  South  Milford,  an 
inquiry  was  made  throughout  each  district.  In  my  report  the 
arrangements  for  cleansing  these  receptacles  at  Garforth  were 
shown  to  be  very  unsatisfactory,  the  work  being  done  at  long 
intervals,  at  any  hour  of  the  day,  and  in  a  very  incomplete 
manner,  and  it  was  urged  that  the  only  effectual  remedy  was  to 
have  the  work  carried  out  in  a  systematic  way  by  a  contractor 
responsible  to  the  Council.  This  suggestion  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  contractor  is  now  at  work. 

In  East  and  West  Tadcaster  there  were  similar  complaints  of 
the  irregularity  in  canning  out  this  work  and  the  difficulty 
householders  had  in  getting  the  refuse  removed  even  when 
emptied  out  of  the  pit.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Parish  Council 
of  West  Tadcaster,  an  experiment  is  being  tried  of  the  means  of 
removal  being  provided  gratis,  the  householder  being  liable  for 
the  emptying  of  the  pit.  The  Parish  Council  for  East  Tadcaster 
considered  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  any  contractor  being 
appointed. 

The  work  was  found  to  be  carried  out  at  South  Milford  so  as 
to  cause  little  complaint. 

To  secure  this  scavenging  work  being  more  efficiently  carried 
out,  the  townships  of  Allerton  and  Kippax  were  each  divided 
into  two  parts,  and  these  let  to  separate  contractors.  The 
scavenging  contractor  for  Cross  Gates  and  Stanks  has  also  the 
work  of  cleansing  the  cesspools  there. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Council  it  was  agreed  to  ask  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  grant  similar  urban  powers  to  the 
whole  district  as  are  now  in  force  in  the  parishes  having  the 
largest  population.  I  have,  in  writing  about  the  deaths  from 
phthisis,  noted  how  many  of  the  victims  are  carried  off  in  the 
prime  of  life.  It  is  now  scarcely  questioned  that  this  disease 
is  especially  bred  and  spread  among  those  who  live  or  work  in 
badly  ventilated  houses  or  workshops.  Phthisis  is  a  preventable 


Scavenging  of 
Ashpits. 
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disease,  and  one  means  of  reducing  the  number  of  sufferers  from 
it  is  to  provide  sufficient  air  space  and  light  for  every  inhabited 
dwelling,  and  to  secure  the  site  and  walls  free  from  damp. 

Our  byelaws  provide  that  these  modest  requirements  shall  be 
secured  for  new  buildings,  and  I  cannot  see  why  there  should 
be  any  exception  to  that  rule. 

The  clauses  of  the  Leeds  Corporation  Bill  of  1899  specially  Dairies  and 
relating  to  the  supervision  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  rural  Cowsheds* 
districts  from  which  milk  is  sold  in  Leeds,  were,  in  conjunction 
with  other  Rural  Councils,  opposed,  with  the  result  that  the 
clauses  objected  to  were  modified.  The  Council  have  authorized 
that  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  shall  be  called  to  examine  cows 
suffering  from  disease  of  the  udder  suspected  of  being  tuber- 
culus.  A  copy  of  Prof.  Woodhead’s  lecture  on  this  subject 
delivered  in  Leeds,  in  May  last,  was  sent  to  each  registered  cow- 
keeper  in  the  Tadcaster  districts.  The  milk  traders  must  expect 
that  greater  supervision  and  a  higher  standard  of  cleanliness, 
with  more  air  space,  better  light  and  ventilation  in  the  sheds,  and 
in  the  milk  stores,  will  be  required.  It  will  also  be  necessary  for 
every  cowkeeper  to  see  that  no  animal  on  his  premises  is  affected 
with  the  disease  known  as  tuberculosis  of  the  udder.  When 
considered  necessary,  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  will  be  asked  to 
examine  any  cow  suspected  of  suffering  from  that  disease  by  the 
sanitary  officials  as  sanctioned  by  the  District  Council. 

The  workshops  reported  by  the  Factory  Inspector  have  been  Workshops, 
visited ;  the  trades  carried  on  are  milliners,  carpenters,  and 
coopers.  It  was  only  necessary  to  point  out  the  need  of  regular 
iimewashing  in  suitable  shops  and  the  rules  applying  to  over¬ 
crowding. 

Plans  were  last  year  passed  for  188  new  houses  and  62  Plans  for  New 
additions  to  houses  and  other  buildings.  These  were  chiefly  from  Buildmgs- 
the  parishes  of  Barwick  (the  Cross  Gate  Ward),  Garforth, 

Kippax,  Tadcaster,  and  New  Micklefield,  but  the  byelaws  for  new 
streets  and  buildings  are  also  in  force  in  the  parishes  of  Sherburn 
and  South  Milford.  There  were  several  new  streets  passed 
for  Garforth  and  Cross  Gates.  Recent  experience  shews  that  as 
these  new  streets  are  built  upon  additional  powers  are  required 
in  order  to  have  these  streets  paved,  sewered,  &c.  Nuisances  of 
a  serious  kind,  and  injurious  to  the  health  to  those  living  in 
such  houses,  arise,  and  there  is  no  means  of  having  them 
satisfactorily  removed  under  the  ordinary  nuisances  clauses  of 
the  Public  Health  Act.  In  Allerton,  at  Bower’s  Rows  in 
Kippax,  many  of  the  existing  streets  are  frequently  in  a  similar 
condition  from  wet  and  mud,  and  in  these  also  there  seems  no 
effectual  remedy  other  than  the  re-making  and  also  a  better 
system  of  cleansing  all  these  streets. 

The  particulars  of  the  ordinary  sanitary  work  carried  out  are 
given  in  Mr.  Denham’s  report.  The  many  matters  I  have 
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already  referred  to  as  having  been  considered  with  these  par¬ 
ticulars  prove  that  1899  was  a  year  in  which  much  was  done  for 
the  immediate  and  future  health  and  well-being  of  those  living 
in  the  Tadcaster  districts. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  MITCHELL  WILSON, 

Medical  Oeficer  oe  Health. 


Tadcaster,  8th  January,  1900. 
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Table  showing  particulars  of  Nuisances  abated  and  Sanitary 

Work  done  during  1899. 
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Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year — nuisances. . . 
Number  of  Inspections  of  New  Buildings  ... 

Cow  Sheds  and  Milk  Shops  ... 
Lodging  Houses  by  night  and  day 
Slaughter  Houses 
Nuisances  found  requiring  abating 
Notices  served  by  Inspector 
First  Notice  work  carried  out 

Number  of  Notices  served  by  order  of  the  District 
Authority 
New  Drains  laid 

House  Drains — Disconnected  4 — Sink  Pipes  Fixed 
New  Trapped  Gullies  provided 

Old  do.  do.  cleansed  and  repaired 

Old  Drains  cleansed  and  repaired  ... 

Open  Drains  aud  Water  Courses  cleansed 
New  Privies,  Ashpits,  or  Earth  Closets  built 

Old  do.  do.  repaired 

Do.  do.  do.  removed 

New  Water  Closets  and  old  ones  repaired  and  ventilated 
Privies  and  Ashpits  cleansed  out  after  notice 
Cesspools,  new 

Do.  old,  cleansed  or  removed 
Houses  whitewashed  and  cleansed 
Do.  disinfected  after  Zymotic  Disease 
Do.  overcrowding  abated 
Do.  repaired  and  ventilated 
Do.  closed  as  unlit  for  occupation 
Pigstyes  removed  from  against  dwelling  houses  .. 

Manure  heaps  removed,  found  to  be  a  nuisance  .. 

Other  Nuisances  abated 
New  Wells  sunk  and  new  Pumps  fixed 
Wells  cleansed  and  Pumps  repaired 
Pain  Water  Tanks  made  and  repaired 
Plans  passed  for  New  Houses 
Plans  passed  for  other  buildings  and  New  Streets 
New  Houses  occupied 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies  on  the  Pegister 

Do.  do.  whitewashed  after  notice  .. 

Do.  do.  altered 

Canal  Boats  inspected 

Do.  requiring  painting,  cleaning,  or  repairs 

Do.  without  registration  certificate 

Do.  women  found  on  board 

Do.  children  found  on  board 
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HODGSON  DENHAM,  Inspector  and  Surveyor . 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1899,  in  the  Dural  Sanitary  District  of  Tadeaster,  classified 

to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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(B)  TABLE  II. 

TABLE  of  POPULATION,  BIETHS,  and  of  NEW  CASES  of  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1899,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District 

of  Tadcaster  ;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  is  compulsory  in  the  district  since  ls£  December ,  1890. 

Hospital  provided  in  the  Danish  of  Garforth. 

*  Number  of  sucb  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  in  the  several  Localities  for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 
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